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by Giovanni Carrasquillo
South End/Lower Roxbury site
Gio gave this speech before 350 youth and adults at
the TE-organized “Street Life” event at Roxbury
Community College in August. To see a video of the
speech, go to YouTube.com and search for
“Giovanni Carrasquillo.”

I grew up with my mother and younger brother
in the Heath Street project. People knew my
mother as Mama T because she had open arms
for everyone.  But when I was seven years old, she
came down with AIDS and cancer. At that point,
my family got desperate. When I was 10, I saw
that a lot of people made money selling drugs so
it seemed like a good thing for me to do. When I
was 12 years old, because I was dealing, we got
evicted. For the next two years, we moved around
a lot. During this time my mother became so
weak that she couldn’t walk. 

My mother always told me to go to school,
but with her so sick, I had to stay home and help.
So at the age of 14, I dropped out. During this
time, I got arrested over and over.  Each time they
got me, I’d plead out, get probation, and go right
back to the streets.

When I was 15, my mother died.  At first,
they sent me to DYS and then I ended up doing
time in South Bay. Now, I am working to turn my
life around. But there are plenty of things that are
making it harder, like the CORI law* that makes
it difficult to get a job. And sometimes, I ask
myself, what kind of society leaves a seven year
old to take care of his family, or allows a good
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woman like my mother to die without getting the
help that she needed? 

I know that what happens to me depends on
what I do.  But, this isn’t just about me.  The gov-
ernment also needs to make sure that everyone gets
the things they need to survive. When that hap-
pens, more of us will choose to live positive lives.    

* CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information)
refers to Massachusetts laws and practices relating to
criminal records. It is often a barrier to obtaining
jobs, housing, and education. For more information,
do an internet search for “Massachusetts Alliance to
Reform CORI.”

Featuring the Voices of Teen Empowerment Youth
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Recent Recognition
Teen Empowerment youth organizers, as a
group, have been chosen as community
“upstanders” by Facing History and Ourselves.
They will be featured in the “Choosing to
Participate” exhibition at the Boston Public
Library January 20 through May 20, 2008.
See www.choosingtoparticipate.org.



by Ronnie Ortiz and Marquis Roberts, performed at
the Egleston site’s grand opening in October
Yeah I thought I was tough, and yeah I thought I

learned enough,
Until the streets got rough,when I got thrown in

them cuffs,
I said to myself, enough is enough
It’s time to get on track and never look back at the

stuff that made me collapse
I gotta keep it cool, gotta get back in school
and prove to my daughter, that I ain’t no fool
Because I’m doing it just for you and my dudes too, 
so every time they come around, man
We got something to do
‘Cause money is power and power is money
No more days of looking bummy cuz we living

real lovely
Change is power and power is change
In order for peace we gotta stop busting them

thangs
Knowledge is power and power is knowledge
‘Cause what we need is more blacks and Latins in

college
Building is power and power is building
‘Cause what we need to do is chill and show sup-

port for our children

I ain’t the type to beef, ‘cause thanks to TE, I’m off
the streets,

I ain’t busting no heats, I’m just another soldier
out here fighting for peace

This fall, TE opened a new site serving the Egleston
Square area of Roxbury. TE employs a dozen local
youth at the site working to engage the larger com-
munity of young people and adults in creating a
peaceful neighborhood.  The Power Rap was writ-
ten by Egleston Square youth organizers and pre-

sented at the site’s grand opening event.
With three community sites in Boston, TE is

now better able to reach out to at-risk youth in
these neighborhoods and to spread the power of
youth as active agents of positive change.
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Branching Out

The Effect of Drugs

Marquis Roberts, holding his daughter
Aliyah Marie, signs the Pledge for Peace at
the 2007 Boston Youth Peace Conference.

PH
O

TO
: C

A
R

LA
 O

SB
ER

G
by Alexis Ramos, performed at the Somerville site’s
Villeside Café in November
People say you never know what you had until it’s

gone 
But yet those who speak it are still doing wrong
It’s time to wake up and realize 
That drugs can kill or leave you paralyzed
Take it from me I lost someone to drugs
Now I’m missing my friend and the love in her hugs
Look at the people around you 
Don’t you know that you’re hurting them too?
I guess my friend didn’t know about that
Cuz she would be here right now and that’s a fact
Was it love that she had for her boyfriend and his

bad ways?
Or her peer pressure friends who always paid
Maybe if I showed her how much I really cared
She probably wouldn’t have started doing heroin

and whatever was dared
Or maybe she did it just to be cool
But if that’s true then that was a bad move
I looked up to her as one of my role models, an

older figure
But once the drugs kicked in she was no more than

a shadow figure
My friend could have gone to college
Doing good with her life and knowledge
The wonders I know she could have did
She helped me and never treated me like a kid
But now I’m older almost all grown up
And she’s nowhere to be found now that things are

getting rough
I wish I could go back to the days at Foss Park
So I could remind her that she was my light and

I’m scared of the dark!

Power Rap (an excerpt)
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by Eileen Santiago, delivered at the Rochester Youth
Conference and Speakout in October

Hello, I’m Eileen. Now I’m in college, but I worked
as a youth organizer for Teen Empowerment a
couple of years ago and somehow I always seem to
find my way back here. I guess it’s because there
are so many important issues we have to address as
youth.  For example, there is a lot of violence
going on in our community. Every time I pick up
the newspaper or turn on the TV, I see that we’ve
lost another life. What are we doing to ourselves? 

Now, I know that hip hop music is not the
cause. There are deep rooted issues like poverty
and hopelessness that we need to deal with. But
the music I hear today isn’t helping. These issues
were around back in the 70s when hip hop started,
but back then we used our voices to unite and pull
ourselves out of the struggle. 

My brother was murdered in January 2001,
shot and killed at the age of 19. I know that hip
hop didn’t kill my brother, but my brother was liv-
ing an image and a life of destruction that a lot of
today’s music promotes. When hip hop music
focuses its message on promoting greed, violence,
and disrespect for women, our children grow up
thinking that’s the way it is and that’s okay.

Well, I don’t believe it has to be that way.
People think that there is no way to prevent people
from acting the way they act. I believe differently. I

believe that my brother’s death could have been
prevented. He should not have been killed at the
age of 19. My family and I should have never gone
through what we did. No one can tell me that this
is the way life is supposed to be. 

Like many great leaders in the past, we need to
use our voices to create change and to demand the
resources necessary to help us build this community
back up.  Some of us remember the true spirit of
hip hop—poor people finding a voice, coming
together, speaking out about the struggle, condemn-
ing horrible living conditions, bad health care, and
poverty. We used to use music, art, and culture to
challenge the system and let people know about our
issues. What happened? Now the hip hop we see
and hear on TV and on the radio doesn’t challenge
the system or uplift us. Instead, it tears us down. 

We need to fix our music. We need to fix
ourselves.  And, we need to fix our music in order
to fix ourselves. Music and words are powerful
tools for making positive changes. It’s time for us
to take hip hop back.  It’s time to use our talents
and our voices to build community, create peace,
get better jobs, more fair housing, and better
schools. It’s time to make music that challenges
those in power to listen to us and that demands
that they act on our behalf. As youth, we are
known for our imagination and creativity. Those
are the only tools we need to flip the script and
take matters into our own hands.

Fix Our Music, Fix Ourselves

Save the date for The �enter for �een �mpowerment’s

Celebration of Hope � Caring
Wednesday, March 5, 2008 • 6:00 to 9:00pm

Westin Copley Place, Boston • 10 Huntington Avenue
To donate an item for our silent auction, or for more information: Stephanie@teenempowerment.org

Best Practices
Teen Empowerment’s work with the City of Rochester will be featured in a publication by the US
Conference of Mayors, “Best Practices on At-Risk Youth and High School Drop-out Prevention,” to
be released in January. The article features TE’s Youth-Police Unity Project and the new Mayor’s
Youth Advisory Council, facilitated by TE, as best practices for suggested replication by other US
cities. Thanks to Mayor Robert Duffy for his support!
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Three Cities, Three Youth Conferences
In 2007, Teen Empowerment organized youth-led conferences in Boston, Somerville, and Rochester. Each
of these events featured youth performing original raps and plays, delivering speeches about their
thoughts and experiences, facilitating workshops, and speaking about loss, hope, and unity in speakouts
and healing ceremonies.  Over 130 youth were directly involved in organizing these events, which were
attended by more than 1500 people and focused on social change agendas for youth and society.

April 7: 1st annual Somerville Youth Peace Conference
May 19: 15th annual Boston Youth Peace Conference
October 13: 4th annual Rochester Youth Conference & Speakout

Stage
Presentations

Boston: Jissel Rivas playing a
mother who is an alcoholic

Somerville: A young man in
trouble, played by Abdi
Mohamed, considers his
options.

Terrell Walton, assisted by Stella
Downie, talks about the street life that
led to his paralysis. Terrell spoke at both
the  Somerville and Boston conferences.

Boston: Devon Brown interrupts his prepared speech to publicly  thank
his grandmother (right) for her love and caring.

Boston: Conference registration —it
couldn’t be done without our volunteers!

Rochester: DazMann Still reads
from MLK’s Letters from a
Birmingham Jail.

Rochester: Britny Horton’s character
listens to her conscience (Charese
King) as she struggles with an issue.
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Photo credits:
Ethan Backer
Jennifer Banister
Scott Liberatore
Kate Melton
Merrill Shea

Workshops 
& Info Fairs

Speakouts & 
Healing Ceremonies

Boston: Kwame Horsley facilitating a
workshop

Boston: Workshop participants speak and listen

Somerville: John Mahoney reads a tribute to
some friends at the healing ceremony

Somerville: Suzanne Styffe facilitating a 
workshop

Rochester: Peter Velasquez makes his
point at the speakout.

Rochester: Rosetta
Washington facilitating a
Connection Session

Rochester: An Info Fair
participant

Somerville: Speaking at the healing ceremony
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Mary Staropoli and Doug Ackley
Citizens Bank
Mary W.B. Curtis Trust
Lia Der Marderosian
Dreams for Youth Foundation
Fuller Foundation
Eleanor Fusoni
Norman and Madeline Gaut Charitable Foundation
W.T. Grant Foundation
Kevin Lee Hepner
Aaron and Lauren Lapat
MA Service Alliance
Moeller Family Foundation

Helen Morris Fund
Moses Kimball Fund
Pegasystems
Red Sox Foundation
Somerville Health Foundation
Helen and Joseph Soussou
Sovereign Bank
Staples Foundation for Learning 
Summer Safety Initiative Funders Collaborative
Wainwright Bank
Whittier Family Charitable Fund
Winchester Community Service Foundation

Thanks to our 2007 Funders!
Includes donations from July 1, 2006, through June 30, 2007

Visionary sponsors over $100,000

Catalyst sponsors $50,000 to $99,999

Leadership sponsors $25,000 to $49,999

Community builders $10,000 to $24,999

Supporters $1,000 to $10,000

The Baupost Group
Beacon Capital Partners Management Company
Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
National Association of Tax Professionals

Rochester Area Community Foundation
State Street Foundation
Marie C. and Joseph C. Wilson Foundation

The Boston Foundation
J.E. & Z.B. Butler Foundation
Charles Hayden Foundation
Hyams Foundation

Rowland Foundation
The City of Somerville
Carl and Ruth Shapiro Family Fund
Trefler Foundation

Andrus Family Fund
Cricket Island Foundation
Germeshausen Foundation

Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Mabel Louise Riley Foundation
Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering, Hale and Dorr LLP

Anonymous Foundation 
Bank of America

The Boston Globe Foundation
Douglas Drane Family Fund
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Board of Directors
Claudia Moeller, Chair
Brian Gallagher, Vice Chair
Lia Der Marderosian
Joseph Jackson
John Jaddou
Kim Kozol
Lauren Lapat
Robert LaVallee
Debra McLaughlin
Bobbette Morrison
Danyella Myers
José Rodriguez-Villaloos
Laureen Wood

Louis Aceto
Anonymous
Gina Arons and Ronald Siegel
Lawrence Bailen and Jennifer Weber
Ramon Greenberg and Myrna Balk
Jennifer Banister
Joel and Carolyn Bargmann
Murray J. Berkowitz
Fern and Edwin Beschler
George Blaszczynski
Philip and Rachel Blumenthal
Gene Boehne
Breezeway Bar and Grill
Tashi Brito
Mayumi Brooks
Ian Brownell and Ellen Epstein
Capital Paper Recycling
Robert Caspe
Denise Chamberland
Howard and Diana Christian
Cityscapes
Ann S. Coles
Ed Collins and Pam Ward
Michael and Anne Combs

Abigail Congdon
Jeremiah and Sandra Cronin
David Wright and Joseph-Roque Dion
Nancy B. Donaldson
The Dover Church
Julie Drogin
First Church of Christ Scientist
Marcia Folsom
Valentine and Christine Foti
Moses Rifkin and Carla Fowler
Gloria L. Fox
Rabbi Ronne Friedman
Brian and Kelly Gallagher
Linda Hamilton
Nola Harrigan
Harris Interactive
Emily and Thomas Haslett
Ira and Deborah Heffen
Susan Hine
Janice Jackson
Joe Jackson
John Jaddou
Julliette Johnson 
Julianna Kershen

Marcia and Ralph Kohl
Kim Kozol
Sharon Kupferman
Christopher Lapan and Jose

Rodriguez-Villalobos
Barbara Laronde
Robert LaVallee
Alba Lopez
Patricia Magee and Oakes Plimpton
Carey and Theresa Mann
Massachusetts Housing Investment

Corporation
Rebecca Matthews and James F.

Wallack
Sylvia A. McDowell
Debra McLaughlin
Lisa Mendis
Paul and Nancy Mendis
Jennifer Merren and Jeremy Shapiro
Metalstone Technologies
David J. Millstein
Nancy Millstein
Monitor Company Group
Bobbette Morrison
Danyella Myers
Susan Hall Mygatt
Mark Niedergang

Debra Nowak
Carol Orme-Johnson
Sapna Padte and Ronak Shah 
Tom and Ellen Payzant
Isidore Penn and Marian Strauss
Lois Platt
Eric Putnoi and Deborah Polansky
Mary Fusoni and Stanley Pollack
Grace Quigua
M. Suzanne Renna
Becky and George Richardson
Robert Richards
Daniel Rodriguez and Carmen

Valentin-Rodriguez
Ben and Jane Siegel
Barbara Spears
William Sweet
Frank and Suzanna Staropoli
Kim Thornton
Gerard and Janet Tirrell
Ultimate Parking Foundation
Alexis Vega
Ronald Walker, DWJ Solutions, LLC
Barbara L. Wallace
Helen Weinland
Linda C. Wing
Laureen Wood

Friends 

Teen Empowerment’s Sites
Boston
Uphams Corner: 252 Bowdoin Street, Dorchester, MA 02122
Egleston Square: 2010 Columbus Avenue, Roxbury, MA 02119
South End/Lower Roxbury: 48 Rutland Street, Boston, MA 02118

Somerville: 236A Pearl Street, Somerville, MA 02145
Rochester: 105 Liberty Pole Way, Rochester, NY 14604

Donate online: 
teenempowerment.org/donate

Foundation & Corporate Grants 72%

Government Grants & Contracts 18%

In-Kind Donations 5%

Individual Donations & Events 2%

Consulting, Book Sales & Miscellaneous 4%

Adult & Youth Staff 71%

Program Expenses 8%

Office Management & Equipment 6%

Professional Fees & Consultants 7%

Rent 8%

Surplus 16%

Teen Empowerment Income FY2007 Teen Empowerment Expenses FY2007
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Superhero
by Marvin Viega, delivered at the Dorchester site’s
event in November featuring a dialogue session, per-
formances, and an open mike.
My parents came here with three kids from Cape
Verde.  My younger brother and I were born here
and grew up in Dorchester.  When I was 2 years
old, my father started drinking and eventually
ended up in jail.  My brother and sister were taken
from our family and placed in foster care.  This
put me on a negative cycle of hating my father,
judges, lawyers, police, and anyone who seemed to
have power over my life and used it to hurt me.

When I was in elementary school, I wasn’t able
to focus and started getting in trouble, not doing
my work and fighting.  My mom was there for me
as much as she could, but she had no support from
my father.  I didn’t have a hero to look up to and get
direction from.  I was cool with the people who
were in the same shoes as me.  We formed gangs
and started robbing and jumping kids.  

Instead of adults in the school system trying to
find out why I was acting the way I was, I was
labeled a troublemaker – a hood kid.  That didn’t
encourage a need or desire to try. I was kicked out of
two elementary schools and three middle schools.
No one asked me why I was being kicked out or why
I was so troubled, they just moved me around.

I somehow made it to the eighth grade barely

knowing how to read or write.  I was 16 years old
and had multiple charges on my record. At 17, I
was locked up with murderers and rapists and
people that did every type of crime.  Jail didn’t
prepare me to go back into my community to be a
productive member. After I got out of jail, I still
had that block mentality. I was stabbed twice and
shot once. When I was alone in a hospital bed with
wounds from the streets, I realized I had to take
charge of my life and change it.

My mom was there to tell me not to give up
and she pushed me to try to get out of the cycle
and get a job.  I applied to many places, but they
all did CORI checks on me, judged me by my past,
and wouldn’t give me a chance.  I wanted to give
up so many times and go back to street life, but my
mother kept pushing me not to.

I know that there are many people out there
who have no hope and who do give up.  I believe if
there were more superheroes who showed they
care and motivated troubled youth, these youth
would find their way out of the cycle.  

I found out that Teen Empowerment was hir-
ing and I applied and got the job.  They gave me a
chance to change my life around. Although the
system failed me, I now realize that I am a super-
hero.  I have the power within myself to at least
make a decision to change.  

by Josh Santiago, delivered at the South End/Lower
Roxbury site’s P.M. Café in November
As a young child, I grew up knowing too much
about the idea of hate, because of the experiences
that I had with my family. My mother had an
addiction to drugs that kept her in and out of
rehab, so my grandmother had to raise me.

I constantly disrespected and argued with my
grandmother and I got into fights in school. My
grandmother could not handle the anger and she
asked me to leave. My behavior led me to decisions
and actions that left me with nothing. It kept me
away from my life and my family.

I was put into DSS; I went from program to
program. I had to get help so that my family and I
could work together. Like most young people in
DSS, I did not like it at first because I did not feel
that I could trust them. They never gave clear
answers and we never knew what was going on. I

think if they told the youth more information and
allowed us to be in meetings we would trust DSS
more. We may be young, but we understand a lot. 

But in the end DSS did help me through.  They
taught me how to respect and to change my actions,
and they showed me discipline. My grandmother 
has also really pushed me to find my path so that
I can be a better person. For this I thank her. I
also thank my mother. She taught me how to be a
strong person. Even though people judge her for
her drug addiction, she did her best to be the best
mother she could. Maybe if she had more sup-
port and a better rehab program she could have
gotten better.

I know that there are still things that I have to
work on, but I have a dream to become a hero in
my family and go back home for good. Don’t let go
of your dreams even when life does get rough.  We
have the ability to make the changes that we want. 

Working through Hate


